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Kia ora koutou, 
 
For those of you who aren’t aware, the New Zealand Herald recently published an 
article titled “Tauranga Special School Principal Barrie Wickens steps down after 23 
years”. Please click on the link below to read the article 
 
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/bay-of-plenty-times/news/tauranga-special-school-principal
-barrie-wickens-steps-down-after-23-years/3WEGMWHZSVETJMHLD2BWKH72SU/ 
 
With only a few weeks left until the end of the year we as a school are busy preparing 
for our end of year showcase. This is always a great fun event and we look forward to 
having you there to celebrate alongside our ākonga and class teams. The flyer and 
details are on the next page. 
 
 
Ngā mihi            
Barrie Wickens      
Tumuaki Principal  
 

 
 
 

Important dates:     
16th December    - Showcase  
17th December    - End of term (12pm finish) 

 

 

mailto:office@taurangaspecialschool.nz
http://www.taurangaspecialschool.nz
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/bay-of-plenty-times/news/tauranga-special-school-principal-barrie-wickens-steps-down-after-23-years/3WEGMWHZSVETJMHLD2BWKH72SU/
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/bay-of-plenty-times/news/tauranga-special-school-principal-barrie-wickens-steps-down-after-23-years/3WEGMWHZSVETJMHLD2BWKH72SU/


 
 
 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 
Room 2 has been loving swimming in the pool and practising their 

floating. They have been doing exercise and having fun.  
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Room 3 
As we come to the end of the year, I want to take a moment to celebrate my amazing 
class — Room 3. Watching them grow, learn about themselves, discover their tools, 

and develop the ability to understand and express their emotions has been a truly 
wonderful experience. 

Each student in my class has their own beautiful personality, which has made our 
classroom such a special place. Together, we’ve built strong bonds and created an 

amazing team where everyone connects in their own unique way. 

This term, we have been exploring how music is made using our voices, bodies, and 
instruments. The piano and drums have been an absolute hit! 

This term, our amazing TA, Rose, will be heading off on maternity leave to welcome 
her new little girl into the world. Room 3 would like to thank Rose for all of her hard 

work and dedication this year. 

You have been a calming, gentle, and nurturing presence in our classroom, and 
both the students and staff have been so lucky to have had the pleasure of working 

with you. We wish you all the very best as you begin this wonderful new chapter! 

    

    
 

 

 



 
 
 

Pāpāmoa - Brendon’s Class 
What a year we’ve had and now we are rapidly coming to the end. Term 4 is very busy 

for our space with some of our students moving on next year to a new and exciting 
class. They have been exploring their new class and meeting some of the cool students 

that will be their new classmates in 2026.  
SPEC is all wrapped up for the year and we have particularly enjoyed the technology 
inquiry. It showed us how much we need our tech to make our lives easier and more 

fun. Luckily lots of our tech involves food and who doesn’t love a good cooking session. 
Our community visits have been enhanced by the big Pasifika Festival in week 4. What 
a fabulous event and a huge thank you to all the people who came along and supported 

and cheered us on. Bring on the summer!!! 
 

     

     

 

 
 

 

 



 
 
 

PC - Shane’s Class 
It’s hard to believe we’re almost at the end of the year! Alongside our regular literacy 
and numeracy learning, we’ve been exploring music — creating sounds in all sorts 
of fun ways. The students have loved experimenting with instruments and rhythms, 
and we can’t wait to share the results at the Showcase (no spoilers — you’ll have to 
see it in person!). 
 

 
 
We’ve also been learning about using public transport. After practising how to use 
bus cards and bus stops, we took our first real trip to Montiicola Park in Week 5 — 
and everyone did so well, even when the bus back was running late! We’ll continue 
building our travel skills around Pāpāmoa and Tauranga through the rest of the 
term. 
 

 
 
Lastly, we said goodbye to Axel, our TA who has been with us since Term 3. We’ll 
miss his calm, friendly approach, and wish him all the best on his travels around 
Aotearoa. At the same time, we’re happy to welcome Rachel back to Pāpāmoa 
College for the rest of the year. 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

Pāpāmoa College - Janel’s Class     
Term 4 — grateful to the core! 

  

This term was all about Music! We 
explored different genres and 
instruments, from strings to 

percussion, while learning to keep 
the rhythm. Music truly brings us 

together. 

Students 
explored sensory 

tools during 
Mauri Tau 

sessions. Tameta 
and Matthew 

practiced 
self-care.    

  

And because we 
love celebrations, 
students joined in 

the Pasifika 
Festival, Book 

Week Parade and 
learned about 

Diwali too.   

Our senior students also took part in 
Whanaungatanga Ora, where they 

learned about friendships and 
boundaries. Alongside this, we continue 

our Maths and Literacy work—using 
Numicon Tiles to strengthen number 

skills and mastering letter names, 
sounds, and sentence writing.   

 
As the year comes to a close, we’re thankful for the fun and meaningful 

memories we’ve made together, the friendships we’ve built, and the skills we’ve 
gained along the way. 

 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 

 

 


