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WEEK 6 KAWERONGO - NEWSLETTER
14 November 2025

Kia ora koutou,

For those of you who aren’t aware, the New Zealand Herald recently published an
article titled “Tauranga Special School Principal Barrie Wickens steps down after 23
years”. Please click on the link below to read the article

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/bay-of-plenty-times/news/tauranga-special-school-principal
-barrie-wickens-steps-down-after-23-years/SWEGMWHZSVETJMHLD2BWKH72SU/

With only a few weeks left until the end of the year we as a school are busy preparing
for our end of year showcase. This is always a great fun event and we look forward to
having you there to celebrate alongside our akonga and class teams. The flyer and
details are on the next page.

Nga mihi
Barrie Wickens
Tumuaki Principal

Important dates:
16th December - Showcase
17th December - End of term (12pm finish)
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Tauranga Special
School
SHOWCASE
2025

@
Celebrate the successes of our

talented students at the TSS
Showcase event this December.

Tuesday 16" December 2025 11am

Tauranga Boys College Gymnasium
Park in carpark on Devonport Road

Kei ou ringaringa e ao
The world is yours



Room 2 has been loving swimming in the pool and practising their
floating. They have been doing exercise and having fun.




Room 3

As we come to the end of the year, | want to take a moment to celebrate my amazing
class — Room 3. Watching them grow, learn about themselves, discover their tools,
and develop the ability to understand and express their emotions has been a truly
wonderful experience.

Each student in my class has their own beautiful personality, which has made our
classroom such a special place. Together, we've built strong bonds and created an
amazing team where everyone connects in their own unique way.

This term, we have been exploring how music is made using our voices, bodies, and
instruments. The piano and drums have been an absolute hit!

This term, our amazing TA, Rose, will be heading off on maternity leave to welcome
her new little girl into the world. Room 3 would like to thank Rose for all of her hard
work and dedication this year.

You have been a calming, gentle, and nurturing presence in our classroom, and
both the students and staff have been so lucky to have had the pleasure of working
with you. We wish you all the very best as you begin this wonderful new chapter!




Papamoa - Brendon’s Class
What a year we've had and now we are rapidly coming to the end. Term 4 is very busy
for our space with some of our students moving on next year to a new and exciting
class. They have been exploring their new class and meeting some of the cool students
that will be their new classmates in 2026.

SPEC is all wrapped up for the year and we have particularly enjoyed the technology
inquiry. It showed us how much we need our tech to make our lives easier and more
fun. Luckily lots of our tech involves food and who doesn’t love a good cooking session.
Our community visits have been enhanced by the big Pasifika Festival in week 4. What
a fabulous event and a huge thank you to all the people who came along and supported
and cheered us on. Bring on the summerl!!!




PC - Shane’s Class
It's hard to believe we’re almost at the end of the year! Alongside our regular literacy

and numeracy learning, we’'ve been exploring music — creating sounds in all sorts
of fun ways. The students have loved experimenting with instruments and rhythms,
and we can’t wait to share the results at the Showcase (no spoilers — you’ll have to
see it in person!).

We’ve also been learning about using public transport. After practising how to use
bus cards and bus stops, we took our first real trip to Montiicola Park in Week 5 —
and everyone did so well, even when the bus back was running late! We’'ll continue
building our travel skills around Papamoa and Tauranga through the rest of the
term.

Lastly, we said goodbye to Axel, our TA who has been with us since Term 3. We'll
miss his calm, friendly approach, and wish him all the best on his travels around
Aotearoa. At the same time, we're happy to welcome Rachel back to Papamoa
College for the rest of the year.



Papamoa College - Janel’s Class
Term 4 — grateful to the core!

This term was all about Music! We
explored different genres and
instruments, from strings to
percussion, while learning to keep
the rhythm. Music truly brings us
together.

Students
explored sensory
tools during
Mauri Tau
sessions. Tameta
and Matthew
practiced
self-care.

And because we
love celebrations,
students joined in
the Pasifika
Festival, Book
Week Parade and
learned about
Diwali too.

Our senior students also took part in
Whanaungatanga Ora, where they
learned about friendships and
boundaries. Alongside this, we continue
our Maths and Literacy work—using
Numicon Tiles to strengthen number
skills and mastering letter names,
sounds, and sentence writing.

As the year comes to a close, we're thankful for the fun and meaningful
memories we’ve made together, the friendships we’ve built, and the skills we’ve
gained along the way.




Mana Kaha Team - Executive Function

As a Manha Kaha team often the students we are asked to support are
demonstrating challenges in their Executive Function.

What is Executive Function? Think of Executive Function as the brain's
management system or its CEO. It's a set of skills we use to get things done,
manage our thoughts, feelings, and actions, and work toward goals.

These skills include:

« Planning & Organizing: Figuring out the steps to complete a task, like packing
a backpack, or keeping track of belongings

« Working Memory: Holding information in your head while you are doing
something with it, like remembering instructions while following them

« Self-Control/Inhibition: Thinking before acting or speaking; managing
impulses.

« Emotional Control: Keeping big feelings in check so they don't take over

« Cognitive Flexibility (or "Shifting"): Being able to switch gears easily when
things change or trying a different way to solve a problem

« Task Initiation: Knowing how to get started on something, even if it's not fun

Visual schedules are a Hide and seek is a

useful executive great game for
function support. developing
executive function
skills!

Keep working
on those
communication
skills, whatever

that looks like! Having your child help

with cooking can
improve their working
memory and planning!




How Executive Function Affects Neurodiverse Children

For many neurodiverse children, including those with Autism, ADHD, and other
differences, this "management system" doesn't work the same way.

Here's what challenges in Executive Function might look like:

.

Getting Started is Hard (Task Initiation): A child might want to do something
that they are supposed to do, but they freeze up because they can't figure out
the very first step ThlS is often overwhelm from the many unseen steps in each

Organisation Chaos: They might struggle to keep track of their things, which
isn't because they don't care, but because keeping their physical and mental
space organised takes a lot of active Executive Function power. How

Rigid Thinking (Flexibility Issues): Unexpected changes (like a fire drill or a
sudden switch in the day's plan) can be very difficult because shlftlng from the
expected routine requures a lot of that ﬂe><|ble thinkmg sklll H

1 IT DOSSID{¢

Big Feelings (Emotional Control): Your child may struggle to manage impulses
or switch focus - it can be harder to stop a strong emotional reaction (like
frustration or excitement) before it comes out. Thls can look like mterruptlng
often or havmg blg reactions to small thlngs ou h Mod

"Forgetting" Instructions (Working Memory): They might hear a two-step
instruction such as "Put your shoes on, then grab your coat", but by the time
they've finished the first step, the second step has been pushed out of their
Worklng memory - Vi =] f Y P 5] I v 1 ¢ y .

Impulsive Actions: These might not seem to make sense and can seem to come
out of nowhere. Without the “brakes” (Inhibition) that they need to control their
impulses they may struggle not to act on urges and thoughts! oul |

Understanding Executive Function helps you as parents and caregivers see these
challenges as skill gaps that you can help support and scaffold. If you would like to
contact the Mana Kaha team you can email manakaha@taurangaspecialschool.nz




