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Newsletter 3 2026, Week 3, Term 1 19/03/2026

Important dates

Friday, 20 March
(tomorrow)
School photos 

Monday, 23 March
Staff only day, 
School closed for students

Wednesday, 1 April
Whole school event, 
Fluro whānau fun day

Thursday, 2 April
Last day of term 1

Monday, 20 April
First day of term 2

Monday, 27 April
ANZAC day (observed)

Key Contacts:
School Landline: 

07 578 4424

Attendance phone,
(Call/Text): 027 558 5917

 

Welcome to our
Newsletter 3 of 2026!

This week our OT team introduce
themselves and talk a little about

what they do here at TSS. We are also
getting updates from the teams at our

Tauranga Intermediate satellite site
and our senior students at Tauranga

Community College Campus.
Also check us out at the Special

Olympics, give it a go, Athletics day.

If you have any suggestions of what to
add to our newsletter please email,

pipj@taurangaspecialschool.nz
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A message from our Principal
Kia ora e te whānau,

It is hard to believe, but we are already in Week 7 of 9 of 
what has been a very fast-paced and productive Term 1! 
IP and Ara Meetings
Our teachers and therapists have thoroughly enjoyed 
connecting with many of you through our recent IP and 
Ara meetings. It has been a fantastic opportunity to align 
our goals and ensure we are all working together to 
support the growth and success of your child.
These meetings will continue until the end of the term. If you were unable to
attend your scheduled time, please don’t worry- your child’s teacher will reach out
to you shortly to reschedule. These meetings are important, and we want to ensure
every whānau has the chance to connect and set goals for 2026.
Week 5 Hui a Whānau: Summary 
Our recent hui focused on Attendance and Curriculum, discussing how we can
supportively manage student absences and exploring our structured learning
resources, all while meeting MOE requirements. While attendance was small, we
value your input! We will continue to offer these sessions and would love to hear
from you if there are specific topics you’d like us to include in future agendas.
Staff Only Day: Monday 23rd March
A friendly reminder that we have a Staff Only Day on Monday 23rd March. All TSS
classes will be closed for instruction on this day.
Our staff will be engaging in one of the Ministry of Education’s two allocated
curriculum days. Our Teachers and TAs will be continuing their professional
learning in the new Better Start Literacy Approach (BSLA) curriculum. We are
excited to keep building our expertise in this area to support our students’
communication and literacy.
Fluro Whānau Fun Day: Wednesday 1st April
Looking ahead, we are excited to host our first whole-school event for the year- the
Fluro Whānau Fun Day! This will be held at our Base school on Wednesday 1st April,
between morning tea and lunch. This is a great chance for our students and staff
from our different sites to connect with each other, and of course, with our
whānau. We look forward to seeing many of you there in your brightest colours!
As we head into these final weeks of the term, I want to thank you all for your
continued support and engagement. 
Ngā mihi nui,
Dale Megson 
Tumuaki / Principal
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Special Olympics, Athletics
This Tuesday, our senior students for
our TC3, DRC and Pāpāmoa satellite
attended the  BOP Special Olympics
“Have a go day” Athletics event held
at the Tauranga Domain. Our
students took place in a range of
track and field events. We all had a
lot of fun and enjoyed the day. 
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Occupational Therapy Team

At Tauranga Special School, our Occupational Therapy (OT) team
focuses on helping students participate in school life safely,
meaningfully, and as independently as possible. The key idea is
removing barriers so students can engage in learning, play, and
daily activities.

A big focus for us is regulation and supporting students and
supporting them to match their energy levels to their activity.

The Occupational Therapy service provides input into the
following areas:
1. Life skills and personal care occupations:

Eating/drinking, toileting, dressing and undressing
Fine motor skills that support self-care 
Support for puberty programmes
Food preparation, shopping

2. Assess and apply for equipment to enable students to access
the curriculum 

3. Emotional regulation, sensory processing, engagement  
Zones of Regulation and Mauri Tau 
Sensory processing assessment and support 
Play and engagement skills

5. Support to access curriculum:  
Hand function (pencil skills, using scissors, using a switch/
mouse for the computer)
Class routines (using visual timetables, sequence strips)
Preparation for transition into the community (leaving school)

The OT team consists of: 

Amy Prouse - 
Monday to Friday 

Erin Connolly - 
Tuesday to Friday 

Kate Maclean - 
Monday, Wednesday 

Amy Bisley - 
Monday to Friday 
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Occupational Therapy Team
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Intermediate Christine’s class
In Chris’s class at Intermediate, we are settling in well,

following our routines and schedules. It has been heart-
warming to see our existing students form new

friendships and also show compassion and kindness by
welcoming students from Mary’s class to join in their

games. Visiting the Intermediate gym every Monday is a
highlight of our week!  So far we have read “The Very

Noisy Bear”, “A Squash and a Squeeze” and “Kororā and
the Sushi Shop”. After  reading our shared book,

activities have been adapted to meet the individual
needs of the students, while developing their knowledge
of sounds, letter formation and story structure. We have
explored Numicon and counting in many different ways.

Some students used Interactive Software to create
repeating patterns, while others used shapes. Some of

our students have even practised their maths skills
using Blooket online.  We love visiting the playground,

playing basketball, swimming, cooking and Kapa Haka. I
can’t wait to watch our amazing akongā grow and learn

throughout the year.
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Intermediate Mary’s class

We have had a wonderful start to the term in the
Intermediate class. Students have been getting to

know one another and learning about how
everyone learns best, helping to build a positive

and supportive classroom environment. In maths,
we have been exploring Numicon shapes through
hands-on activities to develop our understanding
of numbers. During shared reading, students have
been using their senses to engage with our books

and deepen their understanding of the stories. Our
weekly activities have also been a highlight, with
Gym on Mondays and swimming on Tuesdays,

which the students are thoroughly enjoying.
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TC3, Shane’s and Nicola’s classes
Term One at TC3 has been a fantastic

start to the year. We’ve wasted no time
getting into learning, connecting with

our community, and building important
life skills.

Our first focus was building connections
and creating a welcoming space for
everyone. We talked about what it

means to make an agreement and work
together, and collaborated on a class

treaty which now proudly hangs at the
front of our classroom.

From there, we began strengthening our
community connections and developing
our independence, spending time at the

local library, visiting the pools, training
for athletics at a nearby park, and

participating in a community-organised
movement programme.
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TC3, Shane’s and Nicola’s classes 

Learning takes many forms at TC3.
We’ve been building our literacy

through shared reading and targeted
lessons, as well as through hands-on
experiences such as cooking, singing

waiata, and exploring culture together.
It’s been a wonderful start to the year,
and it has been great to see students

growing in confidence, developing new
skills, and building positive relationships

with one another.
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Community notices

Fluro Whānau Fun Picnic is coming up on
the 1st April. All whānau are invited and

can bring kai to have their picnic with us. 
Hot chips are being provided by school.



2
0
2
5

Urgent notice: Final date to RSVP is today:

Circus Quirkus Live!!

Papamoa Rotary Club & Circus Quirkus NZ are offering complimentary
tickets to their event on Thursday May 7th. It is described as 90 minutes

of Acrobatic Fun & Fantasy!

When: Thursday 7th May - there are 2 shows 4.30pm & 7.30pm
Where: Bethlehem College, Performing Arts Centre, 

24 Elder Lanes, Bethlehem,

If you would like the opportunity to attend please provide me with 
the Names of everyone attending
Which show you would like to attend either 4.30pm or 7.30pm
Address to post tickets to

RSVP by Thursday 19th March

Reply to email or jo@parafedbop.co.nz
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We would like to  bring your attention to PASE, this is a closed NZ based facebook
group which parents/whanau can join. We have had feedback from other Special

schools is that this is growing in popularity and is a place that support and advocacy
can be found. Click on the image above for a link to join the page.

 

Did you know?
Special Olympics have these sports sessions regularly available to any

of our students over 8 years old. They have an annual fee of $20 per
athlete and then the different sports range from free to a range of fees

to cover costs per sport. Please see the info below.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/700138383012610/about
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Address: 9 Triton Avenue, Mount Maunganui 3116
Phone: 07 572 4920

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=70d689a1971b3087&q=rocktopia+address&ludocid=895153494385944682&sa=X&sqi=2&ved=2ahUKEwim3tnzpaiTAxWKRmcHHQAKDukQ6BN6BAgqEAI
https://www.google.com/search?q=rocktopia&oq=Rockto&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyCggAEAAY4wIYgAQyDQgBEC4YrwEYxwEYgAQyBggCEEUYOTIHCAMQABiABDIHCAQQABiABDIHCAUQABiABDIHCAYQABiABDIHCAcQABiABDIHCAgQABiABDINCAkQLhivARjHARiABKgCCLACAfEFG65qwho07uzxBRuuasIaNO7s&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&safe=active&ssui=on
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Please contact Tyler if you think he might fit with your respite
needs. Tyler is keen to take on some extra work and is flexible

outside of school hours.
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Notices for our adult community
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