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Key Contacts
School Landline: 

07 578 4424

Attendance phone (call/txt): 
027 558 5917

Important dates

Friday 4 September
Hei Awhi expo 

Thursday 17 September
Special School Kapa haka
festival

Tuesday 22 September
Whole school Multicultural
event

Friday 25 September
Last day of Term 3

Monday 12 October
Term 4 starts

Kia ora e te whānau,

Welcome to week 6 term 3 newsletter!
Inside this edition, you will find exciting
updates from our TC3 and Intermediate

classes highlighting their students’
recent learning, activities, and

achievements. 
We are also thrilled to feature special

coverage of some of our students'
participation in the Special Olympics

basketball! There are also updates
about the swimming pool concessions

from Megan our Physio.
We hope you enjoy it.

 
If you have anything to add to future

newsletters please email:
pipj@taurangaspecialschool.nz
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A message from our Principal

School Roll: With the opening of our Te Puke satellite, our school roll now sits at an all-
time high of 132. With a number of pending enrolments across our school, we see this
rising to approximately 140 by the end of the year. It is exciting to experience this growth
and to support more whānau across the Western Bay of Plenty. We are still managing a
long waiting list, so please let us know if you are planning to move before next school
year, as this may impact your child’s class placement.

Satellite Progress: We are still waiting on a number of council consents for the Te Kura o
Manunui satellite site. The building is constructed and ready to be craned onto the site.
We are hopeful it will be ready to move into by the beginning of next year. We sincerely
appreciate the families who have remained at the old Brookfield site while these delays
are resolved.

Additionally, the government announced that we were successful in securing another
new satellite at Katikati Primary School. We have begun initial discussions with the
Ministry of Education and Katikati Primary, which is very exciting! We have a predicted
opening date of Term 3, 2026, which will create an additional 16 places for local students.

Staff-Only Day: Thank you for supporting our second government-allocated staff-only
day earlier this week. It is rare that our entire team (120+ staff) can gather for Professional
Development. Our Therapy team led some fantastic PD on Engagement and Play. Our
staff also valued listening to the lived experiences of our whānau, learning about your
successes, challenges, and what brings your children joy. It was a wonderful reminder of
our "why."

Key Dates & Reminders
Special School Kapa Haka Festival (Karāpiro): Thursday, 17th September (Select
students only)
Multicultural Day: Tuesday, 22nd September (whole school event at Base)
Please don’t hesitate to contact me or a member of our Leadership Team if you have any
questions, concerns, or need support.
Ngā mihi nui,

Dale Megson
Tumuaki/ Principal

Kia ora e te whānau,
It is hard to believe we are already in the second half of Term
3! We appreciate your support in keeping unwell tamariki
home as we navigate high levels of sickness among both
students and staff across our kura. Our staff have been
fantastic in their flexibility to work across different sites to
ensure all classes remain open and adequately staffed.
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Whānau group
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Special Olympics Basketball

Yesterday, our senior
students had a fantastic day
representing our school at

the Special Olympics
basketball tournament held

at Tauranga Boys' High
School. Alongside players

from many other local
schools, they gave it their all

in several action-packed
games. Fun, teamwork, and
great sportsmanship were

had by all!
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Physio Team
Please see a letter from Bay Venues in the community notices, explaining the

changes to the disability swimming membership at our local pools. 
Free disability swimming memberships are being discontinued.

As a school, we will continue to swim at Baywave and Greerton pools with our
intermediate and senior students at no extra cost to our families. We have

secured a specific membership for the school. Your children will not be required
to have a Hapai access card for this. 

To qualify for the new discounted disability price/membership to swim outside of
school, your child will be required to have a Hapai card. There are other benefits,

other than discounted swimming, with the Hapai access card. 

To apply for a Hapai card, our Physiotherapist, Megan Munro, is able to supply you
with a form validating your child's disability. Please contact Megan

meganm@taurangaspecialschool.nz if you would like her to complete this form
for your child. You then upload the form with your application to Hapai. 

https://www.hapaiaccesscard.org.nz/

Megan is also happy to answer any questions you have around this new process
with Bay Venues. 

Papamoa at 
Baywave

mailto:meganm@taurangaspecialschool.nz
https://www.hapaiaccesscard.org.nz/
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TC3, Shane and Nicola

What a fantastic and busy
term it’s been at TC3 so

far!
We’ve loved getting out
and about in our local

community. Whether we’re
making a splash at the
Greerton pools (with

wonderful support from
Kim!), visiting the Greerton
library, staying active in the

community Inclusive
Movement programme, or
building valuable life skills
at the op shop and local

supermarket, our students
have been making the

most of every adventure.
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TC3, Shane and Nicola

Back in the classroom, the energy has been just as high!
It’s been wonderful to see the students get so

enthusiastic about literacy—from enjoying shared reads
together to practicing their writing and diving into

phonics-themed games.
A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our ARA
meetings. We loved celebrating your student’s progress

with you and mapping out their exciting next steps!
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Tauranga Intermediate satellite Chelsea

There has been a lot
happening this term at

TIS! We have been
enjoying our weekly

swimming sessions at
Baywave, cooking on

Friday's, practicing our
kapa haka and pacifica

song in the afternoons to
regulate as well as

learning all about our
pūrākau of the Tauranga
Moana area. Even with
many big changes in a
short amount of time,
everyone has adapted

incredibly well and we are
looking forward to

celebrating Multicultural
day at the end of the

term.
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Tauranga Intermediate Satellite Mary 

At Intermediate in Mary’s classroom, we’ve been
exploring our focus letters and sounds through fun and

creative art activities alongside our shared reading
book.

We’ve also found lots of joy using hands-on Numicon
materials to develop our understanding of ordering

and making comparisons.

Our weekly excursions to swimming and kapa haka
have been a real hit, with some students also enjoying

their time at RDA.

What a fun and busy Term 3 it has been for everyone!
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Community notices 



2
0
2
5



2
0
2
5



2
0
2
5


	Newsletter 12    Week 6     Term 3     27/08/2026
	Important dates
	Friday 4 September
	Hei Awhi expo
	Thursday 17 September
	Special School Kapa haka festival
	Tuesday 22 September
	Whole school Multicultural event
	Friday 25 September
	Last day of Term 3
	Monday 12 October
	Term 4 starts
	A message from our Principal

	2025
	Key Dates & Reminders

	2025
	2025
	2025
	Special Olympics Basketball
	Physio Team
	https://www.hapaiaccesscard.org.nz/


	2025
	Papamoa at
	Baywave
	TC3, Shane and Nicola

	2025
	TC3, Shane and Nicola

	2025
	Tauranga Intermediate satellite Chelsea

	2025
	Tauranga Intermediate Satellite Mary

	2025
	2025
	2025
	2025
	2025

